A LETTER TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS

SPANISH III – MS. LEDESMA
COURSE CONTENT:

The purpose of learning Spanish is to communicate with the people who speak it and to understand their cultures. Spanish III is an exciting class where you dig into the structure of the language and polish your skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking. To that end, we will emphasize communicating real information for a real purpose. Although you will be asked to memorize vocabulary and grammar points, the focus of this class will be on guiding you to figure out meanings and to discover rules of the language for yourselves. Oral communication will be stressed and active participation is essential. Class will be conducted mostly in Spanish.
MATERIALS NEEDED:

· Textbook, Realidades 3:This book is issued to students at no cost.

· Three-ring binder, binder paper, blue/black ink pen, Spanish-English dictionary.

ASSIGNMENTS:

Written assignments especially homework must be neat, complete and on your desk ready to be checked when the class begins in order to receive credit. Students will also be asked to do oral presentations individually and in small groups. The point value will vary according to the difficulty of the assignment.

ASSESSMENT:

There will be vocabulary and grammar quizzes and/or chapter exams. Students will take a final exam at the end of each semester. The final exam is worth 20 % of the semester grade. In addition, students will do a variety of projects such as individual presentations, dialogues and group work.

ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP WORK:

A simple rule to your success in this course is to attend class on time, pay attention, participate during class, and don’t hesitate to ask questions when confused. It is your responsibility to obtain and complete all missed assignments, including quizzes and tests within a reasonable period of time.
GRADING POLICY:

Student grades are determined by given points, earned on individual assignments. Each assignment is worth a specific number of points depending on difficulty and time allotted. The following grading scale applies to every assignment.

 90 - 100 = A

 80 - 89 = B




Test/ Quizzes/ Projects

64 %
 70 - 79 = C



Assignments & Participation

16 %

 60 - 69 = D


                    Final Exam


          20 % 

Below 60 = F

CLASS RULES AND PROCEDURES:

· Come to class on time, prepared with all supplies and homework complete.

· Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

· Listen to teacher and others’ presentations attentively.
· Respect every one in the classroom and use kind words.

· Follow directions and participate in class activities.

· Follow school and class policies.

· Enjoy food, gum or drinks outside the classroom.

· Do not use electronic devices inside the classroom

PARTICIPATION:

I expect you to contribute in a positive way to our classroom community. This means being honest, considerate and respectful to people and property. Your participation will be worth 50 points each month and it is based on the following criteria: student attendance, punctuality, use of class time and collaboration with others. Inappropriate behavior will result in low participation points: not participating in the 20- minute SS time, excessive tardiness or dishonesty.
I look forward to working with all of you this year. I encourage you to keep up with your assignments. Please, do not hesitate to seek assistance when you start to feel overwhelmed. I am available to students for extra help during SS period. Remember to make at least 48 hour arrangements with me if you need to request parent conferences. The best way to communicate with me is via e-mail, ledesmaa@mdusd.org.

